then the propensity for tenuous similarities in anatomy, or in elements of culture or tech nology to be used to support inferences of the existence of a host of unrelated analogous features between certain contemporary peoples and the prehistoric populations of Europe become more understandable.
And so the evolutionary anthropologists of this period examined not only the physio logy of 'primitive' peoples but were also interested in their socio-cultural institutions as a source of information on human development. Australian and Tasmanian Aborigines were very prominent in this as they were regarded as among the most primitive and archaic and therefore especially revealing about the primeval state of man. In the several decades to 1920 many writers proposed a great antiquity for the Aborigines and, in fact, for a century the associated idea that they were the surviving representatives of a primitive original human race was a not uncommon component of speculations on their origin.
In Klaatsch's writing the inferring of cultural similarities on the basis of perceived anato mical affinities was particularly blatant. Believing that the Aborigines, as a 'stationary rem nant of primitive humanity', were related to the human branch which gave rise to the modern populations of northern and central Europe he unhesitatingly stated that 'the ex cellent qualities we find in the social life of the Australians today may be transferred to it'.5 Like so many anthropologists of the time Klaatsch saw in Aboriginal society the under developed antecedents of many institutions and practices of societies at a higher stage of development. For instance, convinced that they had no religion Klaatsch nevertheless saw in their 'child-like ideas' the germ of the process that had led to full religious systems else where.
Even in linguistics Klaatsch believed the Aborigines were of value in revealing the earlier state of man. He claimed to have found a solution to the problem of the origin of the 'Indo Germanic' languages, asserting that Australian Aboriginal dialects contained not only words resembling those in these languages but the remnants of primitive speech.
Klaatsch was responsible for some enduring work as an evolutionary anatomist but many of his ideas on the role of Aborigines in human evolution were somewhat off-beat at the time and appear ludicrous now. It is important, however, to remember that the racial pre conceptions of researchers like Klaatsch weakened their ability even to make accurate first hand descriptive observations. This is illustrated in Klaatsch's instance, for example, by his conclusion that the Aborigines were so primitive as to lack all traces of a marriage system and family structure. History 10 (1-2) , 1986, 59-78.
